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We  acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional country of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation 

and pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs 

and relationship with the land, which continue to be important to the Aboriginal people living today. Sovereignty 

has never been ceded.  It always was and always will be, Aboriginal land. 

Dear Parents, Carers and Kin.  

We have finally come to the end of the 2021 school year and what a year 

it has been!  

2021 began with the hope that we had left the worst of COVID behind us. 

There were many plans for staff  to improve our teaching and learning 

abilities, as well as to increase the opportunities and outcomes for those 

of our students. Despite the difficulties and challenges of online learning, 

the teachers, education support staff and wellbeing team, coupled with 

your persistence and encouragement, kept most of our young people 

connected with the school. All the staff  would like to thank and 

congratulate every one of you for your persistence and patience during 

this difficult time. We know some students found the online environment 

very challenging, but the positive result was that all of our students 

returned to the Sydney Road campus at the conclusion of the final 

lockdown. We know that everyone is looking forward to the end of the 

year and will be taking a well earned break. 

One of the positives for 2021 was that despite the lockdowns we were 

still able to continue with the planning, development and designing of 

the school site. The VSBA ran an information session on these 

developments and a recording of this is now available on their youtube 

channel here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxCvymOWFL4 
We wish you all the very best for the festive season. Enjoy the break if 

you are having one and stay safe. We look forward to seeing you in 2022. 

Irene Savakis and Tess Abbottsmith Youl 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DWxCvymOWFL4&data=04%7C01%7CIrene.Savakis%40education.vic.gov.au%7C57e8e3d6ea144068bf1708d9bec2972b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637750565294250421%
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Camp Wrap Up 

Wilsons Prom showed us the full range of weather in our five days there. On arrival we had a 

hailstorm, followed by torrential rain, then some very strong wind, and a day of beautiful sunshine 

that reminded some of us how to apply 

suncream properly. The students and staff 

showed incredible resilience in the face of such 

difficulty and everyone kept their spirits up and 

made the best of a very challenging situation. 

Our last full day on Thursday 

allowed us to see the best of the 

Prom. We swam in the ocean 

and the river, had a beautiful 

walk along the river boardwalk 

followed by a magical sunset in 

the company of a wombat and 

her infant. After being in 

lockdown for so long we were practising long lost social skills, remembering how to be 

in the company of big groups for extended periods of time and were very aware of the 

vagaries of the weather. This camp may go down in the history books as one of the 

most challenging camps we’ve been on but the experience of the week will put us in 

very good stead for the challenges of 

the year ahead.  



Page 3 

NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 
HAVE YOU VISITED OUR NEW WEBSITE YET? 

Please go to our new website: 

Sydney Road Community School (sydneyrdcs.vic.edu.au)  

We need as many people to click on the website as possible so that it 

becomes the preferred site when people are searching for information 

on our school. You can also access the School Newsletters. 

 

ANNUAL FORMS 

You can now access annual forms under the  

Contact Information, forms 

 The forms that are currently available are: 

• Camps , Sports & Excursions application form (CSEF) 

• Conveyance Allowance form (SCAS) 

• Annual Consent Form and Collection Notice 

• Local Excursion Permission form 

• ICT Acceptable Use Policy and Form 

If you are unable to print the forms, 

hard copies are still available from the school office. 

School for 2021 will end this Friday 17 December at 1:10pm. The last day activity of 

the school year is cleaning, packing up and stacking furniture. if students are not able 

to attend on the last day we look forward to welcoming them back to school Monday 

31 January.  

We end the year on a high note with 13 of our senior students graduating either with 

a VCAL or VCE certificate. This year’s graduating class has shown such great resilience 

given the last two years of their schooling. We wish them well on their future 

pathways. 

https://www.sydneyrdcs.vic.edu.au/


Page 4 

Be Water safe  
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Be Sunsmart  

Holidays often mean lots of time spent having 

fun outdoors! Remember to check the free 

SunSmart app (https://www.sunsmart.com.au/

resources/sunsmart-app) wherever you are as 

the UV can change significantly depending on 

your location. Whatever the weather or location, 

if you are spending time outside, check the UV 

and don't get caught out. 

 

Keep up your routine 
 

Eating well 
It’s important to have a good balanced diet with 

less of the bad things (like junk food and lots of 

sugar) and more of the good things (such as 

veggies, fruit, whole grains and water). This can 

help with sleep, energy levels and general 

health and wellbeing. 
 

Sleep Well  
Getting a good night’s sleep helps you feel 

energised, focused and motivated. Developing 

a sleeping routine can help you sleep much 

better. To do this, try to wake up around the 

same time each day, get out of bed when you 

wake up and go to bed around the same time 

each night. 
 

Be Socially active  
Social relationships are really important to your 

general wellbeing. Spending time with friends is also really important for keeping and building 

on existing friendships. Getting involved with volunteer work, hobbies, clubs or committees, or 

sports can help you feel connected to your wider community while also meeting new people. 
 

Play  
Play is important for staying mentally healthy. Devoting time to just having fun can recharge 

your battery, revitalise your social networks and reduce stress and anxiety. 

 

Getting support if you need it  

Over the course of the year students have developed great working  relationships with 

teachers, Education support and Wellbeing staff, often turning to them for support with a 

range of needs. At times this support includes mental health support. Over the summer 

holiday period our staff will be taking a very well earned break and will not be contactable. If 

you need support during this time we recommend the following: 

• Visit friends and family  

• Get out of the house - do some exercise or spend time in park  

• Do something that makes you feel good/happy  

• Contact your GP for medical and mental health supports and referrals 

• Contact a helpline  

https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/sunsmart-app
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/sunsmart-app
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/sunsmart-app


Year 7/8 Jn1—Keren, Pete & Jo: 0422 590 300 

Keren works full time— 

keren.shlezinger@education.vic.gov.au  

Peter works Wednesday to Friday  -  

peter.tarrent@education.vic.gov.au 

Jo works full time—

Josephine.mills@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 7/8 Jn2—Duane & Bron  0423 447 717 

Duane works Tuesday to Friday -  

duane.detering@education.vic.gov.au 

Bron works full time—

Bronwyn.curran@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 9/10 Md1 Ben & Bella: 0401 751 831  

Ben works full time - 

ben.waincymer@education.vic.gov.au 

Bella works on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday -  bella.ambrose@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 9/10 Md2—Eliza & Paul: 0421 356 277 

Eliza works full time  -  

eliza.smith@education.vic.gov.au 

Paul works on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday—paul.shelton@education.vic.gov.au 

Year 9/10 (MD3) Re-engagement -  

Tess and Dan: 0497 562 933 

Tess works full time -  

tessa.abbottsmithyoul@education.vic.gov.au 

Dan works on Wednesday and Thursday -  

Daniel.west@education.vic.gov.au 

VCAL (SR1 & SR4) - Mel and Dom: phone 0411 594 866 

Mel A works Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday -  

Melissa.alexander@education.vic.gov.au 

Dom works full time -  dominic.vaughan@education.vic.gov.au 

VCE (SR2 & SR3)- Irene and Stefan: phone 0413 301 936 

Irene and Stefan work full time  - 

irene.savakis@education.vic.gov.au 

Stefan.grudza@education.vic.gov.au 

Co-Principals 

Irene Savakis and Tessa Abbottsmith Youl:  

phone 0413 443 014  

Email:  irene.savakis@education.vic.gov.au, 

tessa.abbottsmithyoul@education.vic.gov.au 
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