NEWSLETTER 2022

PRINCIPALS’ REPORT

We are now into the second half of the term and there is still so much to do! All senior students
have finished for the year and in Week 8 all students from Years 7 to 10 are participating in the Step
Into Program where they move up a year level and get to experience curriculum, teachers and
contact groups similar to what they will have next year. Step Into is an important program to help

students transition into the next year and hopefully alleviates some of the anxiety related to change.

In weeks 10 and 11 we will be packing up the school and moving to the new site. As stated before
we will not be running any activities during the last weeks of school as we prepare for the big move.
Further on you will read about our End of an Era Event and Graduation. Hope to see everyone come

along and celebrate the history of the school and the achievements of our students.

The work at our new school is nearing completion, with the major construction complete. The
staircase for the modular building has been delivered and installed, and painting, vinyl and carpet
installation and concrete pouring are all underway. As you can see from the latest construction
photos, all the learning spaces are taking shape, and you can imagine what it will look like once all
the fittings and services are installed. We will have further updates on the new campus before the

end of term.

More information If you have any questions about Sydney Road Community School’s move, you can
contact the VSBA by phone on 1800 896 950, email vsba@education.vic.gov.au or visit their website:

https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/sydney-road-community-school









Monday, November 28 -
Friday, December 1

Wilsons Prom Camp
Yr 7&8 from the 29th

Monday - Friday

Monday, December 5 -
Tuesday, December 20

Pack Up the School

Monday -Friday

Wednesday December 7

End of an Era celebration

5.30-6.00 current school

community
6.00-7.00 Everyone else

Tuesday, December 13 Year 7 Orientation Day- no 9.30 - 3.00
other students on site

Thursday, December 15 Graduation Dinner 5.30-7.00

Tuesday, December 20 Last Day of Term 9.20-1.10

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING — MEL

It’s a very busy and lovely time of year with many celebratory events filling up the school calendar.
Next week we are heading to Wilsons Prom for our end of year camp. Our students will be
experiencing a full camping adventure; sleeping in tents, swimming in the ocean and the river, going
on lots of walks and working in teams to get the most fun out of every activity. Students have
received an information pack with everything they need to know to prepare for the week. The
weather is often very unpredictable and interchangeable and packing carefully is really important.
Please follow the packing list and ensure a hat, drink bottle and cutlery are included (all must
haves!). When we get back from camp we'll be saying goodbye to our current school with an End of
an Era Celebration on Wednesday, December 7. We have invited our past school community to
come to the school for a chance to be in the school buildings and say goodbye. The current school
community is invited to come at 5.30 for a quieter time, there will be less people at this time, as
everyone else has been invited to come from 6.00. We'll have some short speeches and music and
time to catch up with old friends. Shortly after this event we will have our Senior Graduation
Ceremony. All senior students and families are invited to farwell our graduating cohort of 2022, it’s
such a wonderful end to the year celebrating the achievements of our most senior students. They
have worked so hard over the last few years, completing year 12 after two disrupted years of
schooling. We are looking forward to a joyful end to the year as we prepare for the move to our new

school next year.



CAREERS — Shelley and Bella - Career Day

The junior students had a ‘Trades Taster’ careers morning where they had the opportunity to
interact with the MAS trade trailer learning how to change a tap washer and repair a door handle.
Steve from the trades trailer gave a talk on the many advantages to considering a career in the
variety of trades and traineeships available post school.

All the junior students then spent time in the Hands on Learning workshop learning about workshop
safety, how to use hand tools effectively to construct a small box. This session was delivered by the
Hands on Learning students, who were brilliant in patiently demonstrating and assisting students to
have a successful experience using saws, electric drills, screws and nails; for some junior students
this was the first time they had used woodworking tools and equipment.

Also recognition goes to the junior students who demonstrated safe and responsible behaviour in a
space that requires awareness of others and great listening skills - (no band aids were required by
students at the end of the sessions!)

The Middle students took a Careers Walk through Brunswick with an Arts focus. Students visited
1280 Gallery, a pottery studio, where Kevin demonstrated throwing on the wheel and gave the
students a guided tour of the space. Following that students visited Onset Arts for a tour with Nick
who showed them the 3D printer, the giant golf ball under construction, and the wide variety of
trades and skilled workers in the workshop. After recess, students had a collaborative session on
identifying skills and making career choices. They used a dice game to propose career ideas based on
changes and actions. The goal was to normalise the idea that young people don’t need to make a
decision and stick with it - changing careers across your life is not only expected but exciting, and
navigating change is a skill in and of itself.
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3CR Radio Excursion

On the 7th of November, the SRCSRadio students visited 3CR studios for a tour and to make plans to
collaborate in 2023. Karina, our tour guide, gave us an overview of the history of the station, showed
us the broadcasting room and studios, and talked about the variety of shows and how they are
produced. Then the students used the studio to record stings and grabs for SRCSRadio. Stay tuned
for an SRCSRadio show to be broadcast on 3CR in 2023!



Hands on Learning and Brunswick Free Kindergarten

This year the Hands on Learning team have been able to further strengthen our partnership
with Brunswick Free Kindergarten undertaking a variety of maintenance and repair tasks. As
a non for profit organisation it fits with the one of the Hands on Learning values of doing
things for the wider community.

The team have worked enthusiastically to renovate a significant garden bed by weeding,
laying cardboard to suppress growth of weeds and mulching. Other tasks undertaken were a
massive sand pit clean out, removal of debris from shed and water tank. Students relocated
vegetable gardens, topped up with soil ready for the kinder children to grow flowers and
vegetables.
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Matin has been working on a project of repairing the popular ‘mud kitchen’ back to its former
glory, he used his initiative and skills to replace the back, re-trimming the edges and fixing
broken tiles - it is now safe and functional for the children to use. Ideas and plans are
underway for projects the HoL Team can do for the Kindergarten 2023!
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Work experience and Volunteering Brunswick Free Kindergarten

Charlotte undertook a work experience placement at the Brunswick Free Kindergarten this
year. After such a successful placement she has been volunteering on a Wednesday
afternoon at the kindergarten for a couple of terms. At SRCS we have loved seeing her
commitment in being there each week and seeing her confidence grow, a credit to the
kinder that she feels so welcome.

Here are some words from the staff at the kindergarten:

“Charlotte has made some positive contributions and has demonstrated some admirable
qualities during her time at Brunswick Kinder.She is a calm and patient person who clearly
enjoys the company of young children, engaging in conversation and in their play and
learning.

Charlotte also supports the kinder program by assisting with pack up time. She recognises
how challenging this time of the day can be with young children and always lends a hand,
tidying up and returning resources to their rightful place. She serves as a great role model.
She is well liked and respected by the children and the teaching team”.

Some of the children wanted to add some comments about Charlotte:
I like it when she plays with me.

I like her green hair.

| like her coming here and playing crabs with me.

I like how she comes here to be my friend.

Charlotte is beautiful!

Thank you for spending time with us Charlotte. We wish you all the very best:))



Contact Excursions

On the 21st of November students in the junior and middle Contact Groups spent the day
with their contact staff teams, engaging in an activity to celebrate the end of the year. PlJ
went to the movies, JP went to Latitude, BB laser tag/bowling and TD took the ferry to
Geelong to get fish and chips.







The Battle Of Dog Poo Park

On the 15th of September, in the last week of ferm 3, the Juniors'
joint humanities classes marched o the beat of Ross's war drums
over fo Randazzo park (aka Dog Poo Park) for a Medieval tourney.



Aftfer weeks of dedicated effort working in collaboration with Senior VCAL
students creating outfits and weapons (swords, shields, battlcaxes, amour,
maces and an amazing flail) it was finally time to put their makings fo the

To the soundings of the bugle horn, seniors Sassy and Luca starfed
proceedings with a classic example of Single Combat which
proceeded as expected with Luca being beafen senseless.



The fury didn't sfop there as both feams declared war! They fought
with cunning in the initial capture the flag baftle which soon
descended into an all out free for all battle,




THe fruit of weeks of hard work were obliferated within minufes and
we made our way back to school once again fo the beat of the drum,

Additions to the Coop

Over the past few weeks, we've had not one but TWO new feathered friends join our school
community. Welcome Noodle and Soup! The two both seem to be adjusting well to their new
home, and getting along with our other resident school chicken, Nugget. So far their
favourite snacks seem to be lettuce, watermelon, and De"anne’s veggie pizza! ;)



Monstrous Halloween Snacks
During the spookiest week of the year, the re-engagement class magicked up some
terrifying-ly cute rice crispies.




Holocaust Museum

In late October, the Middle students visited the Holocaust Museum in Elsternwick as part of their
Humanities studies. They participated in a lecture on the significance of studying the Holocaust, and
worked in groups to analyse primary sources collected by survivors and preserved in the museum.
They also had the opportunity to listen to a Holocaust surivor share his story and they asked him
thoughtful questions. All students were respectful and took the opportunity to fully participate in
the experience.



